Dear Community Leader:
Please join us on Tuesday, November 25, 2008 for an East Palo Alto Community Economic Development Forum.  Co-hosted by Renaissance/Start Up and the City of East Palo Alto Redevelopment Agency, the Economic Development Forum will bring together community leaders from the city government, business community, and nonprofit sector to engage in constructive dialogue about current economic needs and opportunities in East Palo Alto.

As we all know, East Palo Alto has been experiencing tremendous change and growth over the past decade, and this offers an opportunity for the community to proactively discuss and seek agreement about how we can create a vibrant local economy.  What kinds of businesses do we want to nurture (or attract) in our community?  What kinds of jobs do we want to be available for our residents, including youth and young adults?  At the heart of it all, what do we want East Palo Alto to be known for outside of the community as well as within?

The purpose of the Community Economic Development Forum is to engage community stakeholders in a conversation that seeks to define a set of shared, deliberate intentions for our local economy.  We hope these priorities would serve to guide and inform the efforts of public policymakers, community organizations, and businesses operating in East Palo Alto.  

By uniting efforts around a common vision and goal we can leverage resources in the community to effect a lasting, positive transformation that improves the quality of life for all residents.  Coordinating the efforts of local economic actors provides an opportunity to maximize benefits from limited resources and ensure that the efforts of our community’s many diverse contributors support one another and the local environment as a whole.

We invite your participation in this important conversation.  With the national economy collapsing around us, we cannot afford to allow our community to suffer the worst of painful job losses, business closures and financial disaster.  

What:  East Palo Alto Community Economic Development Forum

When:  Tuesday, November 25, 2008 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Where:  East Palo Alto City Hall, Community Room

Agenda:

5:00 pm
Registration & Networking Mixer

5:30 

Welcome
5:40 

Address (City Council Member)

5:45 

Redevelopment Agency Update
5:50 

EPA Business Needs – Results of Local Study (Renaissance/Start Up)

6:00 

Keynote (San Francisco Treasurer José Cisneros)

6:20 

Break

6:30 

Facilitated discussion in small groups

            

* Feedback and ideas for addressing identified needs

            

* Local business opportunities / priorities for collaboration

7:45 

Summary, next steps, and wrap-up

